XXXV111 World Charolais Congress Invitation
10th to 27th June 2012
The British Charolais Cattle Society are delighted to be hosting the 38th World Charolais Congress in the United Kingdom and invite Charolais breeders from around the world to participate in what promises to be a memorable event, between the 10th and 27th June, 2012.

2012 is a very special year for the British Charolais Cattle Society, as it will celebrate the Golden Anniversary year, since the inauguration on the 27th July 1962

The intention therefore is to visit Charolais herds, and points of interest in the four home countries, and the Organising Committee are fully aware of how tiring Charolais Congresses can be. With this in mind the opportunity will arise throughout the tour to take time out for relaxation.
The main Congress will be from the 10th June, and will close with a gala dinner set in Braveheart country in the Grand Hall of Stirling Castle in Central Scotland on the 23rd June. There will then follow a post Congress tour to visit five Charolais herds, and other points of interest in Aberdeenshire.

This is an area in North East Scotland noted for the quality of its cattle, and of course Speyside Whisky.
The delegates will arrive at the London airports and stay overnight in the Gatwick Copthorne  Hotel close to Gatwick airport 
Monday 11th June

The first visit will be to Hever Castle, the home of the Boleyn family in Tudor times. Followed by a visit to Jan and Sarah Boomaars Charolais herd located in the county of Kent, once known as the Garden of England.  The tour will move north for the formal registration in the Holiday Inn at Stratford-upon-Avon, where the delegates will have the opportunity to take in the 'Shakespeare Experience'.

On  Tuesday the 12th June the delegates will have time to catch their breath, and have a free morning in Stratford-upon-Avon where there is the opportunity to visit the newly refurbished Shakespeare Theatre (there will not be a Shakespearean production at that time of day) , or take a boat trip on the river Avon, or a bus tour around the town, or just take time to relax, and have a coffee in one of the many bistros.

In the afternoon Peter and Sheelagh Donger`s Seawell Charolais herd will be visited in the Heart of England.
Wednesday 13th June.

The delegation will set off into the sheep and cattle country of mid Wales, and visit Arwel and Mandy Owen`s Trefaldwyn herd. Following the herd visit the tour will head north, through breath- taking scenery in the Snowdonia National Park to stay two nights in the St Georges Hotel, Llandudno.
Thursday 14th June

We will visit Wil Owen`s pedigree and commercial beef suckler herd at Braich y Saint, Criccieth. This is an upland farm, with panoramic views overlooking Cardigan Bay. After the farm visit there will be a rare opportunity to visit the slate mines at Llechwedd Slate Caverns in Blaenau Ffestiniog, one of North Wales top tourist attractions.  Or, the delegates may wish to relax by the sea side. In the evening there will be a Welsh dinner, followed by Welsh entertainment.

Friday 15th June
The tour will set off for the ferry terminal at Holyhead, on the isle of Anglesey in preparation for a “cruise” across the Irish Sea to Dublin. En route we will take a short break to visit the tourist centre at the famous Welsh railway station with the longest name in the world, Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch.
After crossing the Irish Sea, we will arrive at the beautifully situated Killyhevlin  Hotel on the banks of Lough Erne in Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.  There will be a three night stay to take in the renowned hospitality of the Northern Ireland Charolais breeders.

Saturday 16th June.

The Northern Ireland committee are organising a herd visit in the morning followed by the Northern Ireland National Charolais Show to be held at Ecclesville, Fintona. The ladies, (or men if they wish), will be able to visit the famous Belleek pottery factory.
Sunday 17th June

In the morning we will visit the Ulster American Folk Park, which will be of particular interest to those delegates whose families emigrated from Ireland during the potato famine.

This visit will be followed by a visit to Stuart and David Bothwell`s Killadeas herd.

In the evening there will be a dinner followed by Irish entertainment.

Monday 18th June

There will be a visit to the World Heritage Site of the Giant`s Causeway on the North Antrim coast, followed by a visit to the Bushmills Distillery.
In the afternoon the entourage will visit Gilbert and Hazel Crawford`s Coolnaslee Charolais herd.

Tuesday 19th June

The Congress leaves the shores of Northern Ireland to take the short ferry crossing, through the Firth of Clyde to Scotland, for a five night stay in the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in Dunblane.

Wednesday 20th June

The programme is in Northumberland, in the Border country to visit Alnwick Castle and Gardens, the seat of the Duke of Northumberland, and the setting for some of the Harry Potter scenes in the “The Philosopher`s Stone”.

In the afternoon the tour will visit JHC Campbell and Sons' Thrunton Charolais herd  

Thursday 21st June
There will be a full day visit to take in the Charolais judging at the Royal Highland Show in Edinburgh, which is one of the World's great outdoor agricultural events. 
In the evening, a dinner will be held in the hotel with the Charolais breeders who had exhibited at the Highland Show.

Friday 22nd June

The Balthayock Charolais herd owned by David & Nick Walter will be visited in scenic Perthshire. The Walter family have been strong advocates of performance recording their Charolais cattle. The results of which can be seen in the commercial suckler herd.
In the late afternoon, following a freshen up in the hotel, the tour will visit Murray and Fiona Lyle` Loganbar Charolais herd, to view the cattle, and for an evening of  Scottish festivities.

Saturday 23rd June

There will be two options. One will be to visit the Royal Highland Show, and take in the inter-breed judging. The International Annual General Meeting will be held at 9.00am in the President`s Marquee on the showground.

The second option is a visit to Edinburgh for sight seeing and shopping.

In the afternoon there will be a visit to Andrew Hornall`s Falleninch herd, in the shadow of Stirling Castle, and the Wallace Monument.

After freshening up in the hotel, the coaches will travel the short distance for the Gala Dinner to be held in the Grand Hall in Stirling Castle.
This will be the closing ceremony for the official Congress

Post Congress Tour

Sunday 24th June

By popular request there will be a post Congress tour to visit Charolais herds in the Aberdeenshire area of North East Scotland. Not only is this area great cattle country, it is also where a large number of the famous brands of Scotch Whisky are distilled.
The delegates will depart from Dunblane, and head north for a stop over in Pitlochry, on to Braemar via the Devil`s Elbow and visit Balmoral Castle, the Royal residence on Royal Deeside.

The Craigendarroch Hotel in Ballater will be the base for two nights.

Monday 25th June.

The first herd visit will be to the Milne family, and their Elgin herd based close to the Moray Firth on Speyside. This is a family unit, and has a commercial suckler herd, as well as their Pedigree Charolais cattle.

In the afternoon there will be the opportunity to visit the famous retail outlet Whisky Castle in Tomintoul, then onto the Glenlivet  Distillery before visiting the Irvine family at Inverlochy.

Tuesday 26th June

The first herd visit will be a short journey to view Neil and Graeme Massie`s Blelack herd, followed by the Barclay family`s Harestone Charolais herd.

The final visit, and the last farewell will be at Jimmy and Betty Wilson`s Ugie Charolais herd.

The departure hotel will be in Aberdeen airport for those delegates departing from Aberdeen.

The majority of the herds will have other sheep and cattle breeds on view, as well as commercial suckler herds running with Charolais bulls.
The whole trip will of course have Charolais cattle on top of the agenda.  The accommodation and hospitality will be excellent, and we look forward to welcoming Charolais breeders from around the world to share their interests with British Charolais breeders, and Charolais enthusiasts in the United Kingdom.

An abbreviated schedule, with booking forms can be obtained by contacting Carolyne Cree at Field Farm Tours on 00441636 616060 , or on the following websites.

www.fieldfarmtours.co.uk or www.charolais.co.uk.
We look forward to 10th June, 2012, to welcome Charolais breeders from throughout the world to share our Golden Anniversary celebrations with British Charolais cattle breeders.

